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   Soropti News 

                     Editor:  Bev Lacy  

Improving the lives of women and girls in local communities and throughout the world 

                                            November  2011      Publication of Soroptimist International of Lodi, CA 

SI Lodi Board 2011-12  
The New Board was installed in June 

 
Gerry, Brittney, Sue. K, Lynn, Elizabeth, Germaine, 
Pat and Susan B. President 

 

President’s Message 

Hello everyone and welcome to fall. Autumn is always a 
season of changes: whether in our families, work, health, 
or other relationships.  Unfortunately often with changes 
comes fear. Will we make it, will we lose something 
valuable to us, will we be able to adjust.  So I ask you all to 
look closely at what we fear most. Changes give us 
opportunities to grow in trust and love. Letting go of all and 
trusting that all is as it should be can bring us great peace 
and joy. Depend on your family, friends, communities, and 
others to support you as you make those imposed or 
chosen changes. And don’t forget your “soroptimist 
community”. We are all here to help each other in any way 
we can.  Let’s make this a time of communication and 
sharing.  And let’s also remember our community in our 
giving.  As we open our hearts it will be made clear how we 
can best serve. Love and peace. Susan   

Inside this issue: 
Page 1   President’s Message 
Page 2   Meet the President, Installation highlights,  Bingo 
Night 
Page 3   Cheese Central Social, Christmas party,  Member 
birthday 
Page 4   New members 
Page 5  Program Speakers 
Page 6   Committee report on Festa Della Donna, 
Leadership & District III meetings 
Page 7   Member travels,  Kettle Kickoff, Celebrations, Bell 
Ringing,  
Page 8   Friendship Link, Community events 
Page 9   SIA Information, Awards announcement 
SPR Calendar  
11/15   File Tax forms  
11/25   End Domestic Violence  
12/10   President’s Appeal  
12/1     Violet Richardson applications due 
12/30   WOA applications due 
1/11     Stop Trafficking Awareness 

Meetings for November to January: 
November  
1 Board  
8 Business  
15 Program/Committee Pat Metz  Tips on Gift Wrapping 
17 Kettle Kickoff 
22 Orientation  
29 Dec Board Meeting 
December  
3 Bell Ringing at S Mart 
6 Business  
13 Holiday dinner Christmas Party 
15 Hope Harbor Christmas Pizza Party 
20/27 Holiday  
January 
3 Board 
10 Business  
17 Program/Committee Carole Burnis  Canine Partners/Reading 
Program  
24 Orientation  
31 Social 

 

Happy Holidays 
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Installaion of 2011-12 Board 

 
Soroptimist of the Year recipient 

Germaine Burke  

 
Susan and her friends and daughter 

Meet our President Susan  
Susan has been a member since 2007. 
Susan was born July 7, 1940 in New Hampshire 
Only surviving child – twin brothers and sister died at childbirth 
She Graduated from Fitchburg State College and Burbank School of 
Nursing in 1961. Earned a Master’s Degree in Vocational Education 
from CSU Sacramento and holds aLife Time Multiple Subject Teaching 
Credential/Registered Nurse 
She lost her husband in 1989.  She has three children and five 
grandchildren. Her older daughter, Victoria, lives in Seattle with her 
husband and stepson.  She works for the Federal Government in 
Bankruptcy Court.  Son, Andrew, moved to Texas this past year where 
he is a surgical R.N. He has one son, Kyle, 16 years old, and a 
daughter, 5 year old Sophia. His wife, Chris, also works at the same 
hospital.  Younger daughter, Sarah, lives in Lodi with her husband Mike 
and two children Nelson graduated from Tokay High and is now a 
licensed phlebotomist, and Erica is in 8th grade. 
Susan is Retired from the State of California after eleven years where 
she was a Health Specialist for OSHPD and a consultant for the Dept. 
of Education.  Before working for the State she was an R.O.P. teacher 
for LUSD for 15 years. 
Her hobbies are traveling, reading, some gardening, Mah Jong, 
teaching French lessons, and enjoying grandchildren. 
She has a new dog who she loves. She travels to France every 
summer to spend time with her dear companion Gerard.  

BiBingo Night  

 

 

 

 
Bingo Night had an exciting twist.  We were evacuated 
from the building due to a gas odor and were unable to 
play Bingo.  We had enjoyed a nice dinner and raffled 

off all of the gifts in the parking lot.  The ladies were all 
understanding of the circumstances.  We will have 

another Bingo Nigh on Jan. 26, 2012.  
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Member Social at Cheese Central 

Soroptimist International of Lodi hosted an evening of 
cheese tasting along with a cooking demonstration at 
Cheese Central in Downtown Lodi recently. Cindy 
Della Monica, owner of Cheese Central, was a 
gracious host to the crowd of about 20 Soroptimist and 
friends. She served gazpacho along with a variety of 
cheeses, in which she demonstrated “grilled cheese 
sandwiches, toaster style.” 

Mary Donahue brought an assortment of fine 
wines to share with friends. The evening was 
highlighted with raffles for wine, a Taste of 
Heaven goodie basket, Marilyn Monroe Barbie 
dolls and a locally-made apron. Fashion Safari, 
next door, remained open late for the club, 
offering a discount for purchases and a drawing 
for a gift certificate. Bev Lacy won the certificate. 
Submitted by Barbara Warburton  

  
Merry, Barbara and Sharon 

 
Jan,Lori, Donna, Barbara, Jean, Merry and Cindy the 

owner of Cheese Central 

Christmas Party  
We’ll be celebrating with a fun dinner at String’s Italian Café on Tuesday, December 13.  
Committee members  Lori and Ora will be organizing this  fund-raiser. Members  will be asked to 
bring a beautifully wrapped gift of $25 value to be used in the auction. The ticket price for dinner 
will be about $30. 

                              
Bev, Lori and Sue at Christmas Dinner 2010 

 

       
  

Germaine celebrated her birthday in 
September.  Her sister from Russia 
joined us at a September meeting.  
Germaine is blessed with a large 
family.   
Congratulation on your new location. 
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New members are inducted 

 
President Susan, Barbara, inducted new members Debbie, Phyllis and Elizabeth (who joined in 2010) 

Louise was unable to attend the induction. 
  

Louise is a retired Middle School Counselor. 
She was born and raised in CA. and has been married 
47 years to Tom. They have three sons, seven 
grandchildren – 4 girls and 3 boys.  She is also a San 
Joaquin Co. Master Gardner and makes all her own 
greeting cards, and invitations, etc. 

 

Louise Gooding, Counselor 
 

Debbie Miller 

 
Wellness Coach and Distributor/  
Health and Wellness Products 

 

Debbie moved to S.J.Co in 1980. She owned the Lockeford 
Pizza Factory for 14 yrs and was  Deputy Sheriff (per diem).  
She has been a distributor for Herbalife for 5 yrs.   
She also worked with Lockeford/Clements Chamber, was 
Volunteer of the year for L/C Chamber Lodi Chamber, 
Volunteer for many group's. She was a Clements Fire Dept. 
board member for 16 yrs. She was a candidate for San 
Joaquin County Supervior twice. 
 She is a former member of SI Lodi Sunrise. 

 

Phyllis is the oldest of 9.  She was in the first class to graduate from Amos Alonzo 
Stagg High School in 1958. When her youngest child  started kindergarten, she 
decided to go back to school and enrolled at what is now Delta College.  After 
completing the two years there, she applied and was accepted to University of the 

Pacific, graduating in 1973. She has three children and four grandchildren.  
Travel has always been a passion and she has been fortunate to do a fair 
amount.  Spain is a favorite.  Elder Hostel, now called Road Scholar, has 
provided some great learning trips. she just returned from the east coast and 
took a Road Scholar class focusing on the American Revolution in Boston.  
After the class ended, she took a road trip to parts of New Hampshire, 
Vermont and Maine. With children living in South Dakota and Georgia plus 
one in San Jose, California, she enjoys not only visiting them, but beening 
able to see some of their states.  She looks forward to staying healthy and 
traveling more. 

Phyllis Almendarez 

 
Phyllis is a retired Administrator 
from Lodi Unified School District.   

 



Page 5 SI Lodi November Newsletter 

October Speaker   Elizabeth Kass, Dermatologist  

 
Elizabeth Kass, M.D. was presented the Ruby Award for women 
helping women by SI Lodi Sunrise for her work with and for women in 
2010.   As a dermatologist, Liz has made numerous presentations 
educating women on prevention of Skin Cancer and other skin 
diseases. She oversees the Women’s Health Task force and the 
Domestic Violence Prevention Committee for Kaiser Permanente in the 
Central Valley and serves as a physician lead for an annual health fair 
for uninsured held at Kaiser Stockton and Kaiser Modesto.  In her 
medical practice she cares for women with diseases of the skin, hair 
and nails.   She serves as a clinical instructor and has trained multiple 
women physicians from the San Joaquin County Internal Medicine and 
Family Practice residency programs.  
She explains:  I obtained my medical degree from New York Medical 
College, Valhalla, NY, where I was a member of the Alpha Omega 
Alpha Honor Society. I did my internship in Internal Medicine at the 
University of New Mexico School of Medicine, Albuquerque, NM. I 
completed my Dermatology residency at New York Medical College, 
Valhalla, NY in December, 1993.  After completing my training, I moved 
with my husband and two sons to the Stockton/Lodi area. I began 
working in the Dermatology Department of Kaiser Permanente 
Stockton in January, 1994. 
I currently serve as Assistant Physician in Chief for Health Promotion 
and Innovation as well as Chief of Dermatology for Kaiser 
Permanente's Central Valley Service Area. I am also a clinical 
instructor for Family Practice and Internal Medicine Residents from San 
Joaquin County Health Care Services 

Pink October 5 K  Race at Geweke 

    
 

Geweke Caring for Women Foundation 
Sept 27, Karla Frank and Linda Reiswig spoke to us about the 
Geweke Foundation and the 5 K Race that is scheduled for 
Oct. 15 at Geweke Toyota in Lodi. 
As we have grown and progressed we have begun to realize 
the other side of the breast cancer story; women who are in 
the fight for their life and struggling financially to stay afloat. 
The stories have touched our hearts deeply which is why the 

Geweke's Caring for Women Foundation was started in 
November of 2008. All money raised through Pink October 
events will go towards helping Breast Cancer Survivors who 
are struggling with financial needs. We are able to see the 
tangible results of our efforts by touching these women 
directly. 
2012 Girls Night out at the Spa at Wine & Roses Present will 
be held May 10. Girls night out is a luxury spa night from 5-
9pm including spa treatments, hors d'oeuvres, wine, friends, 
music, prizes, and fun! 
*************************************************************************** 

  To our veterans and spouses who are veterans.  

Thank you for your service              

  

Our speaker at the Sept 20, 2011 program  meeting was Steve 
Guiterrez of APANTLI.   
    APANTLI’s mission is to assist students and their families 
through sustained relationships with access to a wide range of 
existing community supportive services that enhance their quality 
of life, promote financial stability and emotional self sufficiency, 
develop leadership skills, improve academic achievement, and 
cultivate community pride and spirit. 
     Through family-centered, holistic, and culturally appropriate 
services, Apantli works with youths who are hardest to reach and 
at greatest risk with the intent of producing a safe, healthy, 
nurturing environment characterized by respect for differences, 
trust, caring, and support. 
     APANTLI goes the extra mile to address the personal needs of 
each student by working directly with the family as a unit. 

 
Steve Guiterrez and one of the student recipients who 

spoke at our September program meeting. 
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Committee report:  Festa Della Donna 

Germaine reported that Festa Della Donna was 

held May 18
th  

 at the Grape Festival grounds, 

and our table raised $2,500.  The total funds 

raised by the event was $100,000. 

 
Soroptimist Table 

 
“Love to Serve” themed table decorated by 

Germaine and Sue K 

********************************** 
District III Meeting 

Host Club: S.I. Oakdale  SIERRA PACIFIC REGION      
President Susan Brazil, Director Sue Kiminkinen and Region 
Treas. Ora Hoover  attended the meeting 

Governor Sherry Pearson and Governor-Elect Pat Jones from 
Soroptimist International reported on the Convention held in 
Montreal this past July.   
     Morning session was led by Mari Rossini, N.P. and entitled “A 
Healthier You”.  She focused on the perceptions of women 
suffering from cardiac diseases.  She then addressed different 
symptoms women suffer, and how to treat women. Also covered 
were risk factors and how to manage them. 
     Afternoon session presenters were Michelle Donohue and 
Valarie Brown on “Soroptimist Civility”.  It was basically a session 
on bullying within our meetings.  We were able to participate in 
scenarios presented.  A follow-up to this session will be presented 
at the April conference.  
Keep the dates of April 27-29 for the conference in Monterey. 
The meeting was very enjoyable, educational, and entertaining.  
Please consider attending the next District Meeting. It’s an 
excellent opportunity to meet other fellow soroptimist members and 
elected officers. 

Leadership meeting in Merced 
The summit was held at the UC Merced campus in 
September.  Sorotimist members had a chance to 
relive their college days in the dorm rooms. 
Germaine attended from SI Lodi. 

 
Newsletter article for Leadership Summit 

 
I’ve been on our club’s board many years and held many different 
positions, and I still feel it’s worthwhile to go to regional meetings 
because they always set up programs with excellent, well-
organized speakers.  As Recording Secretary this year, I went to 
the Leadership Summit held August 12-13 at the beautiful new 
UC Merced campus.  Yes, we slept in dorm rooms.  
 
The Region board hosted the Friday afternoon social with wine, 
beer and yummy snacks followed by a scavenger hunt.  We 
worked in teams and had to collect several specific items from a 
list we were provided.  We ran around to the different specially-
marked dorm rooms and had to find the different things. It was 
fun and got us to mingle.  We then went to dinner in the dining 
commons.  There were lots of choices and we had plenty of time 
to eat before the evening speaker.  When we met in the main 
meeting room SPR Governor Sherry Pearson welcomed the 
group and SIA Past President Cathy Standiford spoke on the 
topic “Building New Partnerships for Women & Girls”.  The 
meeting broke up about 9:30 and I went to bed.  Others stayed up 
and socialized. 
 
I got up early and took a walk around campus in the morning 
before  breakfast.  There was a morning session with Past 
President Cathy presenting the topic: “Great! We Disagree, Can 
We Talk?” The idea was to help us to see how to work together 
and find common ground even when members disagree.  In club, 
we are all Soroptimists first and need to keep the mission of 
Soroptimist at heart when dealing with each other.  I’ve heard it 
put this way “Say what you mean, but don’t say it mean.” Then 
we had lunch in the dining commons, followed by an afternoon 
with the break-out sessions for the officers.  I attended the 
Secretary workshop where Secretary Debbie Jensen and 
Governor-Elect Pat Jones ran the agenda.  
 
Since this event, a new club, SI Merced North, was chartered in 
September. The club’s charter members are women who work on 
the UC Merced campus.  It’s wonderful that there is so much 
enthusiasm for the service of Soroptimist in this community. 
Germaine Burke 

Member Travels 
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Lori Klarer  traveled with friend Susan 
Crosby and others to Northern Ireland. 
She shares her experience in next column.  

 
Pat and Lloyd Hill also traveled to Ireland 
this summer.  I was unable to get a report, 
but they had a wonderful time.  

 
President Susan Brazil spent a couple of 
months in France with her friend Gerard 
who lives near Orleans,2 hours south of 
Paris. It's on the Loire river and where 
many of the castles are built. They also 
went to the French Island of Corsica on the 
Mediterranean Sea. 
 

 
Lori, Susan, Gerard & Bev 

at French Dinner 

Lori Klarer traveled with friend Susan 
Crosby and others to Northern Ireland. 
Here is here report 
We arrived in Dublin on May 23. 

The most breath taking experience for 
me was the first day in Dublin and a tour 
through St. Patrick's Cathedral.  It was 
awe inspiring and took my breath away.  
It was built completely by hand of large 
rocks with no mortar between them.  
Incredible. 
  Next we went to a monastic ruins at 
Glendalough.  Had an opportunity to tour 
Waterford Crystal. Then on to town of 
Killarney with its lively pubs and great 
shopping. Our next stop was at Bunratty 
Village where we enjoyed a 5 course 
meal in the Great Hall of the Bunratty 
Castle.  We were entertained by the 
Bunratty singers and musicians.  
The next day we traveled to the Cliffs of 

Moher and Galway Bay. In every area, 
we toured incredibly beautiful Castles.  
One was the Glenveagh Castle. 
 Next stop was the Giants Causeway, 

referred to as the "eighth wonder of the 
world" because of its volcanic formation. 
We traveled to Belfast and enjoyed a 
living history tour of the city with a local 
guide.  Beautiful city”. 

Then it was  back to Dublin for our final 
night stay and off the next morning to warm 
California 

This was a once in a life time excersion for 
me and I am so glad  my good friend Susan 
Crosby invited me to go. I enjoyed my time 
with some of the greatest women I have 
ever met. 

***************************************** 

 
Bev & Ted Lacy took a short trip to the 
Oregon Coast in late October.  They 
drove via Hwy 101 and enjoyed the 
magnificent coastline. They stayed at 
Otter Crest Inn, north of Newport 
overlooking the ocean.   

*************************************** 

 
Condolescence to former President 
Jerry Abrahamson and family in the 
recent loss of her husband George. 

 

 
 

 

 

Kettle Kickoff 
. This is a fund-raiser to start the holiday season for Salvation Army, 
so plan to make a contribution during lunch. As a Club, we voted to 
sponsor a table at the Salvation Army’s Kettle Kickoff lunch. The 
kickoff is scheduled for Thursday, November 17,  from 11:30-1:30 at 
Chardonnay Hall on the Lodi Grape Festival grounds.  
A donation in the name of Joyce Webb will be presented to the Salvation 
Army, designated for Hope Harbor.  Bill Webb made a donation to the club 
in October in her name.  
 

          
  Joyce Webb 

 

Club Anniversaries  
Jean Beckman – 11/1978  
Bev Lacy – 11/1983  
Benice Schmiedt- 12/1992 
Gerry Shock-12/1998 

Lori Klarer – 11/1999 
Barbara Warburton -9/2002 
Susan Brazil-12/2007 

Pat Fehling – 11/2009 
Brittnee Jardine – 9/2010 

Elizabeth Blanchard – 9/2010 

BELL RINGING 
SI Lodi members have signed up to ring the bell for 
Salvation Army red kettle outside S-Mart on Lodi 
Avenue. Our day is Saturday  - December 3rd from 

10am-6pm. 

Birthdays  
9/28 Germaine Burke 
10.21 Jean Beckman 
10/30 Kim Williams 
12/16 Phyllis Almendarez 
12/23 Tamara Landa Becker 
12/30 Sue Kiminkinen 
1/12 Lori Klarer 
1/22 Sharon Blaufus 

1/26 Bernice Schmiedt 
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Friendship Link 
We have enjoyed a wonderful “pen pal” relationship with Val Mullins, our Friendship Line with SI Doncaster, 
England.  Val lives in Conisbrough, England and again has assumed leadership of her club, as they are facing 
many of the same challenges that we are… not enough people who have the time to become officers. 
Val reported that the Montreal Conference had good inspirational speakers, a perfect convention venue for the 
almost twelve hundred women.  One project that interested her was the SISWP who are running a maternal 
health project in Papua, New Guinea, “Birthing in the Pacific”.   
Their most recent speakers were on tapestry and aromatherapy. The last meeting was a Royal Garden Party 
with strict instruction that were required.  Val’s brother has started a part time business making those :”fascinator 
things”, just bits of feathers and fluff.  Val is a wonderful Friendship Link.  Pat Hill has enjoyer the relationship 
and hope to continue to be our “Friendship Link” representing SI Lodi. 

.   SI Doncaster Royal Garden Party fundraiser 
What’s Happening in Our Community 

November 
First Friday Art Hop Fri. 11/4; 6 pm-8:30 pm Hutchins Street Square and 8 other locations 
WOW Edible Science Sat. 11/12; 6-9 pm Dinner Fundraiser for WOW Science Museum; 
$60 per couple 
The First Sip Fri.& Sat 11/12-13; 11-4 pm www.FirstSipLodi.com.  
Lodi City Council Meetings Wed. 11/2 & 11/16; 7 pm Carnegie Forum 
Sandhill Crane Festival 11/4-6 Hutchins Street Square; www.cranefestival.com 
State of the City Luncheon Thurs. 11/10; 11:30 am Hutchins Street Square; $25 367-7840 x100 
American Legion Sun. 11/20; 8-11 am 320 N. Washington St.; $6  Build-an-Omelet Breakfast 
County Connection Mon. 11/28; 3 pm Chamber of Commerce  w/ Ken Vogel 
December 
First Friday Art Hop Fri. 12/2; 6 pm-8:30 pm Hutchins Street Square and 8 other locations 
Lodi City Council Meetings Wed. 12/7 & 12/21; 7 pm Carnegie Forum 
Parade of Lights Thursday, 12/8; 6:17 pm Downtown Lodi 
WOW Dig logy Sat. & Sun. 12/10-11; 10-5 pm WOW Science Museum; $25; Dig up “Fossils”! 
Coats & Tails-A Formal Affair Sat. 12/17; 5:30-10 pm the Merlot $75 Dinner Dance 224-0354 
PALS Fundraiser 
American Legion Sun. 12/18;8-11 am 320 N. Washington St.; $6   Build-an-Omelet Breakfast 
County Connection Mon. 12/19; 3 pm Chamber of Commerce  w/ Ken Vogel 

The Lodi Sandhill Crane Festival was held November 2 to 4: 
For 15 years, Lodi’s Sandhill Crane Festival has celebrated the 
return of the cranes. In partnership with the City of Lodi, the 

Festival continues to welcome an ever-growing circle of friends 
to our community to share the experience.  

 

The annual Lodi Grape and Wine Festival  was held in 
September.   

 
Grape Mural on display 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Soroptimist International of Lodi  
PO Box 741  
Lodi, CA, 95242  
Phone: (209) 334-5389  
Email silodi@soroptimist.org  
Web Site: www.lodisoroptimist.org 

Club meetings  
Meetings are held at  
Dee Dee’s,  
2nd, 3rd, 4th (and 5th) Tuesdays;.Board 
meeting on 1st Tuesday. 

Editor: Bev Lacy 
 
Submissions by Susan, 

Germaine, Lori 

http://www.lodisoroptimist.org/
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SIA and SPR Information: 

SPR updates for District III meeting: 
At the District III meeting, Governor Sherry Pearson and Governor-Elect Pat Jones from Soroptimist International reported on the 
Convention held in Montreal this the way they operate within 3 years to prevent insolvency.  SI is presently addressing these issues  
SIA’s long term project has not yet been developed. However, the emphasis will be on education and leadership.  Woman’s Opportunity 
Award fits into these objectives. WOA is now also giving five $100 awards to “At Large” category. 
Violet Richardson Award forms have been revised to focus on leadership. 
The Ruby Award will no longer be giving away $5,000. Only about 45% of clubs were participating. There is no longer any need to 
submit “Stop Trafficking” report. However the “Club Success” report still needs to be submitted. 
 

Meet our 2011-2012 SIA President Patricia Donohue               

 
Patricia Donohue of Salinas, California began her one-year term as SIA president on September 1, 2011.(She is from the Sierra 
Pacific Region). In this role, Pat oversees strategic planning and program development for the organization. She will also help 
Soroptimist meet the goals of its Renaissance Campaign 2011: Strategies for Progress—a plan to strengthen the organization's brand.   
A member of SI/Watsonville, California, since 1974, Pat has held several leadership positions at all levels of the organization, including 
club president; region governor and leadership development chair; and federation board director and Program Council member. She is a 
self-employed entrepreneur and works as a consultant for local government and non-profit organizations.  (For full article go to 
http://www.soroptimist.org ) 

SIA News:  NEWS RELEASE: Soroptimist donates $10,000 to domestic violence shelter hit by Japan disasters April 4, 2011 
Philadelphia, Pa.—In the aftermath of the earthquake and tsunami in Japan, Soroptimist has made a $10,000 donation to The Iwaki 
Fureai Support Center, an organization that works with domestic violence victims in Iwaki City, Fukushima prefecture. (For full report go 
to  http://www.soroptimist.org) 
 

What is SIA:  Soroptimist International of the Americas Headquarted in Philadelphia, PA, comprises 28 regions with more than 
38,000 members in approximately 1,400 clubs in 19 countries. http://www.soroptimist.org 

 
 

SOROPTIMIST AWARDS Applications for these awards  are being accepted at this time.  If you know of someone why may  
qualify, please contact the chairperson listed below. Go to www.lodisoroptimist.org for more information. 

 
 

Soroptimist International and local clubs 
give out a number of awards to deserving 
women and young people who exemplify 
volunteerism, who work on behalf of 
improving the lives of women and girls, 
and gives awards to women working to 
improve their own circumstances for 
themselves and their families. What are 
these awards? 
 
T h e V i o l e t Richardson Award 
honors a girl between the ages of 14-17 for  her 
volunteer work in her community.  
The awards at local club levels vary. The winner 
at local club level is eligible for 1 of 28—$1,000 
awards given to a charitable organization in 
their honor, and one from the 28 receives an 
additional award contribution of up to $2,500 to 
the finalists volunteer organization. Applications 
due Dec. 1.  Beverly Lacy is the chairman of the 
Violet Richardson Award. 

The Ruby Award—formerly known as 
the Women Helping Women Award 
acknowledges women who are working to 
improve the lives of women and girls 
through their professional activities. The 
Ruby Award is named after the first 
federation president, Ruby Lee Minar. The 
ruby is also a red gemstone associated with 
wisdom, importance, vitality, strength, 
vivacity, power and love—all of which the 
women it honors possess. Club level 
awards also vary with this award, with local 
club awardees eligible for higher 
level awards. Germaine Burke is the 
chairman of the  Ruby Award Committee. 
 
 

The Women’s Opportunity Award was 
established in 1972 and is a signature award 
of Soroptimist International. 
It is to assist women who have primary 
financial responsibility for their families 
to obtain the skills, training and education 
necessary to improve their employment status 
and standard of living for themselves and their 
family. 
 Women receiving these financial awards may 
use them for any costs associated with their 
educational efforts, including tuition, books, 
child care, and transportation.  
You can assist the award committees by 
nominating a recipient, or giving the 
committee some names of deserving 
women you may know. There are many 
deserving women who need to be 
recognized and rewarded for their  
efforts. Applications due Dec. 30. 
Sharon Blaufus is chairman of this award. 

http://www.soroptimist.org/
http://www.soroptimist.org/
http://www.lodisoroptimist.org/

