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President’s Message
Well our year is coming to an end and we have been busy. Finishing up with our Rollin in Ribs,
Virtual Tea, the 66th Birthday party, conference and that is just part of it. We have elected our
new officers for the year and I know that Susan Brazil and her board will do a great job. I would
like to take this opportunity to say thank you to all of our members for all your support through
the year given to Bev and myself. Bev needs a really big thank you for all she has done with our
website, keeping everyone informed and the endless money she saved us with Vista Print.
There are other clubs that do not have anyone with the talent that our Bev does. Also thank you
Germaine for stepping in and helping Bernice with the treasury duties. As you know Bernice
has had knee surgery and Germaine has helped out and is working with Robyn. She is our
Secretary!!! A big THANK YOU Germaine.
Enjoy your summer !!!!
Merry Donahue, Co-President
It is hard to believe that the year has come to an end. We have had a great year, due to the
wonderful members who have been there to support us. When we asked for your help, you
were there. It has been my pleasure working with Merry. She always thinks of the club and
members in making decisions. We have a challenge to increase our membership this coming
year. We request all of your help in bringing in new people. The club cannot survive without
new blood. See you in Septemer, rested and eager to support Susan and the new board.
-Bev Lacy, Co-President

Celebrations
Birthdays
Margaret Foley
Barbara Warburton
Stacie Jenkins
Bev Lacy
Ora Hoover
Susan Brazil
Gerry Schook
Helen Trethewey
Betsy Peterson
Pat Fehling

May 14
May 18
May 19
June 5
June 9
July 7
July 19
Aug 1
Aug 26
Aug 28

Wedding anniversaries
Robyn Grace Jennings
Germaine Burke
Pat Hill
Bernice Schmiedt
Barbara Warburton
Bev Lacy

May 13
June 15
June13
June 29
July 1
July 14

Congratulations Stacie

Soroptimist Board 2011-12
2011-12 Board
President - Susan Brazil
Vice President – Lynn Hendricks
Recording Secretary – Germaine Burke
Corresponding Secretary – Liz Blanchard
Treasurer – Robyn Grace Jennings
Directors- 1 year Sue Kiminkinen
& 2 year Brittnee Jardin
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Meetings scheduled
Business meeting
Robin Burcell (Author)
Club Assessment
Board meeting
Business meeting
Installation
DeeDee’s at noon
June 28 Last meeting – maybe at
Sunshine Trail, Micke Grove Park
May 10
May 17
May 24
June 7
June 14
June 21

Stacie Jenkins earned her Masters’
Degree from UOP in May. We wish her
the best in her job search. We will miss
you
Treasurer Bernice is recuperating from a
successful knee surgery. She will be
having surgery to the other knee this
summer. Hope you heal quickly and
completely. Get Well Bernice.
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Birthday Celebration
Ora Hoover was honored as a 25
year member of Soroptimist.

SI Lodi celebrated their 66th
birthday at Phillips Farms in
April. Members enjoyed lunch
She has been a member of
and a delicious “Asian Pear” cake,
Soroptimist for 25 years. She joined SI
donated by Tamara.
Modesto and transferred to SI Lodi.
We recognized two long time
After serving on many committees
members of SI Lodi, Ora Hoover
and holding many offices, she became
and Sue Kiminkinen. Betsy
club President in 1994-95. She also
Peterson honored these two
served as Region committee chair in
women.
1995 and has continued to serve the
Region in various capacities. She was
District III Director in 2002-04.
Ora is serving as the current Sierra
Pacific Region Treasurer.

/
Whines, Fines and Brags.
She is Retired from the State of
California Corrections and
worked as a Sergeant at Mule
Creek State Prison.
She then worked briefly at Joann’s
Fabrics after retirement. In her
free time she enjoys quilting,
singing with the Stockton Chorale
and Delta College Choir, and
volunteering with STARS.
She had a loving dog that passed
away this year.
Her new Dog is “Andy” and he is a
Dandie Dinmont terrier mix. What
a cutie!

Sue Kiminkinen was recognized
for being a member of
Soroptimist for 30 years. She
was presented with a pin by
Betsy. She joined SI Sonora in
1981. She was SI Lodi President
in 2004. She has served in several
positions on the board since then.
the board since then.
She is currently Hospitality &
Attendance chair and does,

Ora and Betsy

Merry, Germaine and Ora attended the
Sierra Pacific Conference in April.
We earned $655 in Club Sales: the raffle
basket donated by Robyn, See’s
chocolate bars and the Stop Trafficking
Blue Ribbon Campaign Ribbons.

SI Lodi members enjoy the birthday celebration
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Contact information
SI Lodi
PO Box 741
Lodi, CA 95241
Phone:
(209) 334-5390
Presidents Bev Lacy and
Merry Donahue

Alan and Tamara with parents Sasha and Barry

Email
silodi@soroptimist.org
Web Site:
www.lodisoroptimist.org
Club meetings
Meetings are held at
Dee Dee’s,
nd
rd
th
th
2 , 3 , 4 (and 5 )
Tuesdays;.Board meeting on
st
1 Tuesday.

Rollin’ in Ribs IV was held May 14
Liz,County Supervisor Ken Vogel, his wife & Sue K.

Mission Statement:
Making a difference for
women and girls
in local communities
and throughout the world.

Lodi High Avid students volunteered as servers.

Kim Williams and guests
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Robyn and Mark

Ora and Dave and friends of Soroptimist

Silent Auction item

Brittnee with her friends

Lori and guests

Susan, Germaine and Jerry
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Awards 2010-11
Awards night was held March 5, in cooperation with SI Lodi
Sunrise.

Violet Richardson Awards 2011
We chose Vicki Thao, grand prize; Brittany Cunningham 1st
runner up and Anna Price as 2nd runner up.
Mary Graham Foundation Award
Soroptimist International of Lodi made a donation of $1,500 to
the Mary Graham Foundation for a scholarship in the name of
Cecilia Jauriqui to continue her education. The Mary Graham
Children’s Shelter Foundation is helping the “sometimes
forgotten children” turn their dreams into reality. On their 18th
birthday, foster youth are processed out of the foster care
system, and are pretty much on their own in the world. The
foundation makes a life-changing difference in these young
adults ability to successfully transition out of care and into life
on their own. Cecilia endured years of abuse from an alcoholic
mother before going to the Mary Graham Shelter and being
placed in foster care. She is now the mother of two children and
improving herself by pursuing an education.
Women’s Opportunity Award 2011
Our winner this year is Lilia Campos. Lilia is a single mother
with three children ages 10, 8 and 3 years. Lilia worked as a
medical assistant in an Urgent Care Clinic for 5 years. While
working at the clinic she was able to work the graveyard shift so
she could take care of her children during the day.
Because she wanted to have more education and training in the
medical field, she is attending Kaplan College and is enrolled in
the LVN program. Her references both said that she is very
compassionate, caring and enjoys working with people. She is
also a very take-charge person and is a big help in her church’s
sports events, which includes bringing her first aid kit, just in
case of an injury. They felt that Lilia had all the qualities of a
good nurse.
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Ruby Award – For Women Helping Women
Recipient: Kim Williams, Captain with Salvation
Army
Kim and her husband Dan came to Lodi in
July 2006 and were appointed Commanding
Officers at the Lodi Corps. Captain Kim is also
Women’s Pastor for the Salvation Army Lodi
Corps. Kim has served the Salvation Army in many
different capacities. Kim currently serves as
Program Director for the Corps and is responsible
for Women’s Ministries, Youth Ministries and all
the seasonal activities such as Camp, Vacation
Bible School and Women’s Bible Studies. She has
helped to develop the Missions Committee which
oversees programs such as “No Child Left Hungry”
where families with school age children are
provided with bread, milk, cereal, peanut butter
and jelly while the children are out of school and
the “Trunk or Treat” opportunity to celebrate the
Halloween festivities and share the message of
Christ to all ages.
Kim is specially trained as a Child Safety
Consultant for the Territorial Office of the
Salvation Army in Northern CA and Nevada, and is
involved in training and program assessments in
the prevention of child abuse for at risk children.
Kim has also been instrumental the past 2
years in organizing a community education
workshop to “STOP Human Trafficking”. The
second annual event took place Saturday, March 5
at Temple Baptist Church. We will hold our 3rd
annual Stop Human Trafficking workshop,
Saturday, March 3rd, so save the date.
.

Kim Williams with Vice President Susan Brazil
Kim was presented with her award at the
Salvation Army Annual Dinner. The club also
made a donation of $1,500 to Hope Harbor.
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Cadets from the Salvation Army Academy visited
our Soroptimist meeting on March 30, 2011

Program speaker Robin Burcell
Author Robin Burcell was guest speaker at our
meeting May 17. Robin was Lodi’s first
policewoman and homicide detective. She is an
FBI-trained forensic artist in addition to working as
a hostage negotiator and with child and sexual
abuse cases. She was a police officer for 27 years
and now spends her time writing romance, police
procedural and thriller novels. She has published
seven novels to date.

Kim and Dan Williams with Cadets

Susan, Robin and Bev

Dan Williams with Germaine, Merry and Sharon at
Salvation Army Annual Dinner

I like fresh starts, and this one kicks off
a new thriller about FBI Special Agent
Sydney Fitzpatrick, who is making a
fresh start. Yes, I've moved from San
Francisco PD to the FBI. I liked the
mobility the Bureau offered. No city
limits to hold back an investigation, and
a way bigger budget to boot. I hope
you enjoy my new book. Robin
Visit: www.robinburcell.com

Robin’s latest book

Make Believe Tea Party: Invitations the Mother’s Day “Make Believe Tea Party” have been sent to Friends of Soroptimist..
Each member invited friends to make a donation in memory of mothers and other special ladies.
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SI Lodi with speaker Kay, 3rd from right

Stop Human Trafficking Workshop
Saturday, March 5, 2011 was the second annual workshop for
“Stop Human Trafficking”. This event was held at Temple
Baptist Church and sponsored by the Women’s Center of San
Joaquin County, Soroptimist International of Lodi and Lodi
Sunrise, the Lodi branches of the Salvation Army and Business
and Professional Women’s Foundation (BPW), and American
Association for University Women (AAUW).
The program was opened by Susan Hitchcock, who is
currently a LUSD elementary school principal and an educator
for 30 years. Susan has also served on the Lodi City Council
where she was mayor twice, and prior to that she served 13
years on the City of Lodi Planning Commission. She stressed
the importance of making a difference in one’s community
through involvement.
The guest speaker was Kay Buck, Executive Director of
the Coalition to Abolish Slavery and Trafficking (CAST), based
in Los Angeles. She gave the 150 people who were present
an overview of what is happening in our communities, country
and around the world. California has the highest numbers of
people entrapped in sex trafficking and forced labor in our
country. Kay stressed that there are 123 million victims
worldwide and that this is a 9 billion dollar business as well as a
very fast growing problem. The trafficking affects all of us in
some way, through the goods or services we purchase.
Kay spoke of the many organizations that help the
survivors, such as CAST and the programs they use. There are
several Senate bills addressing this growing problem as well.
For more information or to see how you can help locally, go to
the following websites.
www.free2work.org; www.consumerreaction.com;
www.castla.org

SI Lodi Sunrise
French Dinner with Susan and Gerard
Guests enjoyed a gourmet French dinner prepared by Chef
Gerard and Susan. They prepared two dinners this year. We
really appreciate all the effort they put into both evenings.
Menu #1
Aperitif
Apple/Cheddar Bites
Grapes and Gouda Cheese
Entrée
Coquille St. Jacques sur Fondue de
Poireaux,Bacon etVermouth
(Scallops with Leeks and Bacon)
Wine: Macon-Villages Chardonnay
Le Plate Confit de Canard avec Flan de Carottes et
Pommes Sarladaise
(Duck with carrot flan and potatoes)
Wine: Mouton Cadet Bordeaux
Fromages:Vache et Chevre
( Variety of Cheeses)
Dessert: Tarte Tatin Solognote
(Upside down Apple Pie)
Wine: Riunite Lambrusco
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Guests Dave, Ora, Barbara, Ken, Mark & Robyn

Servers Lori and Bev, Gerard, Susan
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Member Profile
Robyn Grace Jennings

Columnist for Lodi News Sentinel and owner of
“A Taste of Heaven”
By Pam Bauserman
News-Sentinel Staff Writer, Lodi News-Sentinel Nov
2010
Robyn Grace Jennings has always enjoyed food. She began
cooking at the age of 23. With a low food budget at the time,
she had to learn how to be creative when cooking.
Since then, her dream has been to own a specialty food
shop. She saw the opportunity when Taste of Heaven in
Downtown Lodi became available. On Nov. 1, 2010 the Lodi
News-Sentinel food columnist became its new owner.

From bread to goulash: Why I love food and cooking
Robyn Grace Jennings, Lodi News-Sentinel May 18, 2011
Why I love food? It's not just that I am a busy-body (which I am) or a little bit of a perfectionist (also
that) and that I have randomly picked this one trendy area to obsess about. It's not random at all.
However, relationships are hard and family ones are, too, and my life was no different. I was lucky enough
to grow up in a family for which food and sitting down together for dinner was not an occasional
experience, but was an absolute, daily requirement. It was stressful at times, but overall was a very
positive memory.
It was at this table that I learned to eat and eventually love many things that children usually detest
from sushi, seaweed and long cooking brown rice to homemade breads, goulash, coq au vin and perfectly
cooked soft-boiled eggs.
Fridays were for going out and having Japanese, French or some new and exciting fare. Saturdays were
for homemade yogurt and jam, fresh fruit and good, slightly bitter, wholegrain toast. Sundays were for
hours of dim sum with friends in the city. My father was our fearless culinary leader, mediocre attorney
by day, genius food adventurer by night!
By 10 years old, I loved it all: all things raw, flambéed, whole grain, home grown and cooked, the
weirder the better! It was also by this age that my dad began to change. Coming from a horrible and cold
childhood with demons of his own, ours was no longer the life he could bare to exist in. Whether it was
making bread together, cooking French recipes from some crusty old cookbook, finding the perfect pizza,
eating Portuguese-style tongue or driving to some bizarre, out-of-the-way place for dinner, it kept us in a
peaceful state for at least a short time.
I found the connection between people and food in life to be so important. I find that cooking a meal
from scratch for people we have just met makes us in an instant, long lasting friends. I found that even
when you don't have anything else to say to someone, you can always talk about food.
I love the beautiful appreciation for food that my dad gave me, and I will always love him for it.
Please, take the time to cook with the ones you love.
Robyn Grace Jennings is the owner of Taste of Heaven in Lodi and enjoys both cooking and dining out. She
can be reached at info@lodigiftbaskets.com.
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