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Celebrations >>>
Birthdays
None for November

Wedding Anniversaries
None for November

Club Anniversaries
Jean Beckman – 1978

A Monthly Publication of Soroptimist International of Lodi, California

Soropti News
Salvation Army-Hope Harbor Benefits
From Soroptimist Donations
This summer The Salvation Army Hope Harbor Women’s Shelter has been busting at the
seams as so many women and children were in need of shelter. We very quickly needed to
make room for these ladies and their children. Once again Soroptimist of Lodi quickly came to
the rescue and were generous in providing the funds to purchase two more sets of bunk beds,
all of the bedding, area rugs, window coverings, and more to complete the transformation
and addition of two rooms and adding six beds.

Bev Lacy – 1983
Lori Klarer – 1999
Stacie Jenkins – 2008
Pat Fehling - 2009

Inspirations >>>
11/10 – Sue Kiminkinen
11/17-Mae Heinitz
11/24-Pat Hill

Hope Harbor is not what most would expect from a shelter. Hope Harbor is a beautiful, safe,
loving “home” for women and children in crisis. Upon arriving at Hope Harbor women and
children are quickly relieved of their anxiety as they come into a place that welcomes them
with a knowledgeable and supporting staff. Clients are able to have a hot meal, take a
shower, have their laundry done for them and they are able to relax in a family atmosphere
that includes comfy couches and a TV.
The assistance does not stop there. Salvation Army networks with other agencies including
the women’s center for domestic violence, health care, mental health care, credit repair, life
builing
building skills just to name a few of the
resources available to women. Many
women and children come in to Hope
Harbor with barely more than the clothes
on their backs. They are able to receive
clothing from a well stocked closet that
changes with the season. There are shoes,
purses, day planners, socks, and
underwear. They even receive sleepwear.
--Blessings, Envoy Kim Williams

President’s Message: District III Meeting
By Germaine Burke
st

applications is February 1 . The
deadline for Club Grant applications is
March 18, 2010.

On beautiful sunny Saturday, October
17, Ora, Merry, Susan Brazil, Sue K. and
President Germaine attended the
meeting which was hosted by SI Amador
at the Jackson Civic Center. It was a
terrific day. The welcome was given by
Amador County Sheriff Ryan. District
Director, Nancy Cardwell, was the
emcee for the day.
We heard a Soroptimist International
update from Pat Donohue, a former
Sierra Pacific Region Governor and
current Federation Board Member. We
learned that over $500,000 has been
raised for the Quadrennial Project,
Project Sierra – A Family and a Future,
in Sierra Leone; half of that amount was
raised in our Federation. You can learn
more
about
this
project
at
www.projectsierra.org. The December
th
10 President’s Appeal this year is
“Hopes & Dreams for Everyone” and
focuses on stopping human trafficking
in Moldova. SI President Hanne
Jensbo’s motto is “Actions speak louder
than words”, so she’ll be promoting
hands-on projects. Pat reminded us
that after 2011 there will be a “long
term project” with all four federations
cooperating. This will replace the
Quadrennial Project and probably the
annual President’s Appeal. News we
were all happy to hear: there will be no

Maxine Crow, President of SI Lodi
Sunrise and Club Bulletin Award
Chairman, announced the deadline of
March 15, 2010 for Clubs wishing to
participate in the Bulletin Award
competition.
international dues increase for at least a
few years, because there is a healthy
reserve fund. Finally, in the next couple
years there will be a new corporate
identity, branding and logo that will be
used throughout all four federations of
Soroptimist International.
Sherry Pearson, Governor-Elect, went
over some strategies to help with
increasing membership and gave the
clubs a Marketing Plan Template to put
to use with our membership
committee. Her membership tip to
making a Club “fabulous” is that
members must do three things: show
up, hang in there and be kind.
Roberta Bean, Program Council Chair for
Sierra Pacific Region, went over changes
related to S Club, writeable forms for
the Women’s Opportunity Award
(WOA) and Violet Richardson Award
(VRA). The new deadline for WOA

The guest speaker, Nola Brantley,
Executive Director of MISSSEY, Inc. spoke
to the group about the local problem of
sexual trafficking of children in the Bay
Area. The statistics she shared with us
were astonishing. MISSSEY stands for
Motivating, Inspiring, Supporting &
Serving Sexually Exploited Youth.
MISSSEY is centered in Oakland, and
they do terrific work helping youth get
out of the ring of sexual trafficking. We
have invited Nola to come as a presenter
for our SOS event March 6th. Nola
encouraged our Clubs to adopt a
children’s group home in our area for
holidays & special events. Mentoring
and connecting with children in foster
care and group homes can give them the
human bond that helps them realize
they deserve to be treated with love and
respect so that they don’t fall prey to the
exploiters that try to manipulate them.

Announcements >>>

Emergency Food Bank
Dee Dee has agreed to have a collection bin for nonperishable food this year again. The food collected
will go to the Emergency Food Bank. Please let your
friends and co-workers know friends
that thisand
collection
is
co-workers
taking place through mid-December.
know that this
collection is taking
place through midDecember.

Mammogram Challenge
We all know women dealing with breast cancer.
President Germaine has scheduled her mammogram
in November and wants to challenge all our
members (and all our friends) to schedule your
annual breast exam and mammogram if you are due
or past due. Make your health a priority. As with all
health problems, early detection is key to survival.
For more information, visit
www.TheBreastCancerSite.com

More Announcements >>>

SPR Nominations

Salvation Army/Hope Harbor Needs Your Help

Nominations
for
Sierra Pacific Region
Governor-Elect,
Treasurer, Secretary
and District Directors are open now
for the term 2010-2012.
The Events:
Our club has voted to nominate our
Scramble Fore A
beloved Ora Hoover for SPR
Cure
Treasurer, Pat Jones of SI Modesto
Monday, October 12
North for Governor-Elect and Nancy
The Reserve at
Lilly of SI Oakdale for District III
Spanos Park
Director. President Germaine will
Race for Awareness
submit the necessary forms.
5K Walk/Run
Saturday, October 17
Geweke Toyota
Scion
Survivor Fashion
This year our committee
has decided
Show & Dinner
that we’ll support
a
needy
Monday, Octoberfamily
19
recommendedWine
by &Kim
RosesWilliams.
Details to be announced…
You can get more
details at www.pinkoctober.org.

There is an ongoing need for
items. If you would like to
help there is always a need
for the following items:
Underwear
Socks
Shoes
Backpacks & Purses
Pocket Calendars
Night gowns & Pajamas
Toiletry Items
Women’s Bikes with a
lock
As the season changes:
Umbrellas
Gloves
Sweatshirts
Sweatpants
Rain Coats

Holiday Giving

More Announcements >>>

Inspiration
“Nothing great is ever
accomplished without
enthusiasm.”
--Ralph Waldo Emerson

Saturday. of Service
Mark your calendars now. On
March 6, 2010, SI Lodi will co-host
a presentation to Stop Trafficking
at Temple Baptist Church. We are
planning to work with SI Lodi
Sunrise, Business & Professional
Women, Salvation Army and
maybe American Association of
University Women. Watch for
details in upcoming editions of
our newsletter. Kim Williams is
organizing this event. Let her
know if you are available to help.

Christmas
Party

Throughout the year we
need:
Blankets
Pillows
Twin size sheets/pillow
cases
Towels
Washcloths

Kettle Kickoff
As a Club, we voted to sponsor a table at the Salvation Army’s Kettle Kickoff lunch.
The kickoff is scheduled for Thursday, November 19, from 11:30-1:30 at
Chardonnay Hall on the Lodi Grape Festival grounds. So far Pres. Germaine, Lori,
Sue K., Merry, Bev and Sharon have signed up.
We have room for two more at our table, so let
President Germaine know if you’d like to
attend. This is a fund-raiser to start the holiday
season for Salvation Army, so plan to make a
contribution during lunch.

Bell Ringing
Kim has arranged for us to ring the bell for Salvation Army red kettle outside SMart on Lodi Avenue. Our day is Saturday, December 5 from 10-6. The last 2 slots,
from 4-5 and 5-6 are still available. Email President Germaine if you’re available to
fill one of those.

We’ll be celebrating with a fun dinner at String’s Italian Café on Tuesday, December 15.
Committee members Merry, Betsy and Lynn will be organizing this terrific fund-raiser.
Merry announced that members will be asked to bring a beautifully wrapped gift of $25
value to be used in the auction. The ticket price for dinner will be about $30.

BINGO NIGHT
Bev Lacy & Friends

Merry Donahue & Bobbie Mettler

Lori Klarer & Friends

Barbara Warburton & Friends

Pat Hill & Friends

SIA Announces New Corporate Sponsorship
We are pleased to announce a new corporate sponsorship with the nation’s second largest tax preparation firm—
Jackson Hewitt Technology Services LLC.
After seeing the SIA ad in the August 23rd New York Times Sunday Magazine, Jackson Hewitt’s chief technology officer,
Danamichele Brennan, contacted Debra Beach, SIA’s director of corporate relations, to discuss ways in which Jackson
Hewitt and SIA could work together.
The program that most interested Ms. Brennan is our Soroptimist Women’s Opportunity Awards, and she was very
excited about the possibility of donating laptops to help inspire greater participation in the program.
After discussion and approvals from both partners were finalized, the agreement was made for Jackson Hewitt to
donate 25 brand-new IBM ThinkPad laptop computers, fully equipped with operating systems and basic software. This
donation is valued at approximately $27,000.
The formal announcement of the partnership will be made at a media event on November 10, 2009, at the Jackson
Hewitt campus in Sarasota, Florida. SIA President Cathy Standiford will attend, along with several Soroptimist leaders
from the Sarasota area.
This exciting announcement is for Soroptimist members and staff only, until it is formally announced at the November
10th media event. However, regions and clubs are welcome to start the “buzz” as we work on marketing and building
participation for the 2010 Women’s Opportunity Awards!

Member Biography

In The Loop…

Sharon Blaufus

Lori Klarer, too, had a busy
summer with both daughter’s
moving, going to grandchildren’s
ball games, birthday parties, etc.

Vice President
Member since 1991
Background:
Born January 22, 1944, Lodi, CA
Oldest of three children
Education:
Lodi Academy Class of 1961
Attended Pacific Union College, 1 year
Classes at Delta Junior College and Humphreys
Business College
Family:
Divorced in 1998
Parents: John & Irene Keszler
Had two brothers, however, one died of cancer 8
years ago. The other one lives in Lodi. Each
brother has two children.
One son, Michael, 41, who has a son, Dylan, 8, and
stepson, Kapalani, 19. Michael is the
administrator of an Alzheimer’s hospital in
Sacramento. His wife, Denise, is a regional director
rd
for “Home Goods”. Dylan is in 3 grade and
Kapalani is a sophomore at Delta.
Parents are both still living. Mom is 90, Dad is 93.
Pets:
2 dogs: Kenzi, a West Highland White Terrier, 11,
and Maddi, a Lakeland Terrier, 17 months old.
1 Conure (a parrot-like bird, but bald), named N.C.,
short for Nanday Conure or Noisy Critter.
Occupation:
Retired as a Management Analyst for the City of
Lodi Public Works Department after almost 40
years of working there.

I enjoy working in the yard,
which is very relaxing to
me. I do read quite a bit,
but lately not near as much
as I would like. I also love to
travel, but haven’t been
doing very much of that
lately either. Shopping is
one “sport” I enjoy. Of
course, if you aren’t in
shape, it can be very tiring.
I am our Church Clerk so I
attend
the
monthly
meetings of the Church
Board and record the
minutes. I have been a
Soroptimist since June
1991, and enjoy all the
members and seeing them
almost every week. When
you work on committees
together, you get to know
the individuals better.

Mike and she didn’t get away this
summer for some down time, but
Lori was able to go to her 50th High
School Class reunion. What a
blast! She saw friends she hadn’t
seen for 10 years, friends she
started 1st grade with and other
friends in her small home town of
6200 in Nebraska. She hadn’t
been home for 10 years and said it
was sad to see some of the
businesses that have closed down,
even though the population has
grown a lot lately. Lori is a 5th
generation from her home town,
and finds it is always interesting to
discover new businesses that the
generations of her family started,
and land that her family owned
that are still thriving.
Both her daughters also started
new jobs, Mike is teaching at
McNair, and she is giving
massages, substituting for the
“Silver Sneakers” exercise class at
Fitness Works, participating in a
Book Club, and of course,
Soroptimist. She is looking forward
to another fulfilling year in our
wonderful club.

Soroptimist International Of The Americas
41st Biennial Convention
San Francisco
July 7-10, 2010

WE NEED ASSISTANCE
If you know of a woman who is
deserving of the Ruby Award (Women
Mark your calendars now and plan to attend – this is a
Helping Women) please let Lori or Sue
wonderful opportunity to personally experience what
K. know. This is a woman in the
you have heard reported from those who have
community who is improving the lives of
attended previous conventions.
women or girls through her professional
or personal life.

2009/2010

calendar of
events...

November
3 – Board Meeting
7/8 – Region Board Mtg
10 – Business Meeting
17 – Induction of Pat
Fehling & Program
Meeting, Nancy Klaus
24 – Orientation Meeting
25 – SI Workplace
Campaign to End Domestic
Violence
26 – Thanksgiving Day

January
1 – New Year’s Day
5 – Board Meeting
11 – National Sex Trafficking
Awareness Day
12 – Business Meeting
18 – Martin Luther King Jr. Day
19 – Program Meeting
23/24– Region Board Mtg
26 – Orientation Meeting

February
2 – Board Meeting
December
9 – Business Meeting
1 – Board Meeting
15 – President’s Day
8 – Business Meeting
16 – Program Meeting
10 – Human Rights Day; SI 23 – Orientation Meeting
President’s Appeal
15 – Christmas Party;
Nominations for Region
and District Deadline
25 – Christmas Day

Contact us at 209-329-1935

March
2 – Board Meeting
6 – Saturday of Service
9 – Business Meeting
15 – Club Newsletter
Competition Due to SPR
16 – Program Meeting
23 – Orientation Meeting
30 – Deadline for new
members to SPR

April
6 – Board Meeting
13 – Business Meeting
20 – Birthday Luncheon
23/24/25 – SPR
Conference, Visalia Marriot

http://lodisoroptimist.org

P.O. Box 741
Lodi, CA 95241

Soroptimist International of Lodi

President Germaine receives
donation from Wells Fargo.

President Germaine works with
Joelle Gomez.

