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highest level of honor given; 

participation certificate for our 

Programme Focus Report for the 

STOP Human Trafficking 

Workshop, and finally, Public 

Awareness Award for reaching 

new heights with our public 

awareness efforts. 

Celebrating Success!  2010 Region 

Finalist: Public Awareness; Gold 

Club recognition for our 

contribution of $1000 to the SIA 

to the special reception Saturday 

evening before Installation.  Ask her 

to show you her pin.  Our Ora was 

elected to the office of SPR Treasurer 

for the 2010-2012 biennium. 

Our five honors were, in order they 

were received, Soroptimists 

Conference, 

made a $1000 

contribution 

and joined the 

Laurel Society.  

For this she 

received a 

beautiful pin 

and was invited 

Editor: Barbara Warburton 



Sierra Pacific Region Awards Brunch 

 Governor Barbara Giambastini welcomed the group Sunday morning after the Celebration of 

Life ceremony, and introduced the various committee chairmen for the different awards.  Here’s 

a short recap of some of those awards for those of you who missed it. 

First-Time Attendee Recognition: Robyn was given a small gift as one of the first timers. 

Sierra Pacific Region Fellowship: Elizabeth Harrington, a 3
rd

 year medical student at UC San 

Francisco was honored with a $6,000 award.  This award is for a doctoral student who will 

pursue a career in a field which will improve the lives of women and girls.  Elizabeth has already 

traveled to Africa a few times working in Zambia, Rwanda and Kenya.  She has worked with two 

different non-profit health and human rights groups, and she is studying effects on female 

survivors of intimate partner sexual violence.  She will be an Obstetrician/Gynecologist when 

she completes her studies. 

Mary Ellen George “S” Club Awards: There was a total of $10,000 given to five students.  Four 

  

Inspiration 

use it by knowing what you 
want and what it takes to 
reach that goal, and by 
maintaining focus.” 
--Oprah 
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students were female, and one male S Club member.  To receive this award the students must have been in S Club for at least 2 

years and had to write an essay, get 2 letters of reference and be interviewed by a panel from SPR at the S Club conference in 

Modesto, Super Hero Service – Saving the World One Project at a Time.  Three of the students were present to accept their 

awards and say a few words.  They were so sweet and so poised.  Their volunteer efforts were heroic in scope and time 

committed.  They were an inspiration to those present. 

Membership Award: A total of 141 new members have been recruited this year in the Sierra Pacific Region (44 clubs).  The club 

with the most new members (for the second year in a row) was SI Hanford with 21 new members (yes, 21). The members that 

were recognized for their recruiting efforts were from SI Tulare, SI Clovis, SI Merced and SI San Francisco.  The winner for the 

highest recruitment was Dale Mizuno of SI Tracy, with six new members in the past year. 

Club Newsletter Award: Seventeen clubs submitted newsletters to be considered for this award.  There were three levels of 

recognition: Admirable, Excellent, and Superior (highest ranking).  We got a Superior recognition for our fabulous newsletter.  

Barbara should be so proud of her good work! 

Programme Focus Report: There were 67 reports submitted by 18 clubs.  SI San Francisco submitted the most at 18 reports.  

We were recognized for the STOP Human Trafficking Workshop. 

Public Awareness: Twenty of the 44 clubs submitted the application and were recognized for their efforts.  We received the 

second highest honor, only lacking the requirement of 3 public speaking events from our members to outside groups on behalf 

of Soroptimist.  So, that’s an area we can improve on. 

“Energy is the 
essence of life. 
Every day you 
decide how 
you’re going to 
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five women.  The woman who won first place received $5,000 and her application has been sent on to 

be considered at the federation level for another prize.  As always, the stories the women shared about 

their experiences and obstacles in life were very moving.  It feels great to be able to help women who 

are working hard to improve their lot in life. 

 

The second awards at the luncheon were for the VRA.  This award is given to girls age 14-17 with an 

outstanding commitment to volunteer work and making the world a better place to live.  There was one 

honoree from each district, and again the top winner’s application is forwarded on to federation for 

consideration.  The total given by clubs to their VRA recipients was $12,925 and $5450 was given to their 

charitable organization of choice.  At the region level, the four runners-up received $500 each, while the 

winner received $1,000 as did her charity of choice.  The total region giving for the Violet Richardson 

Award was $4,000.  The clubs with runners-up were SI Carmel Bay, SI San Francisco, SI Modesto, SI Hanford 

and the winner from SI Ripon.  The stories were incredible with so many activities and accomplishments 

these young women must survive on very little sleep.  Most of the recipients were there to receive their 

awards and make a thank you speech, so that was very nice. 

 

Finally, there was the recipient of the Ruby Award and she was nominated by SI San Luis Obispo.  Her 

charity, Captive Hearts, a sober living and recovery home was awarded a donation of $500.  The 

recipient, Judy Boen works as an ordained chaplain with incarcerated women helping them to see that 

they are loved and valued, thereby helping to turn lives around.  The Captive Hearts program has over 

100 graduates in the past six years.  She was a lovely person with a big heart. 
 

Soroptimist Federation Awards Presentation 

At the Saturday awards luncheon, the recipients of the 

Women’s Opportunity Award (WOA), Violet Richardson Award 

(VRA), and Ruby Award for Women Helping Women (Ruby) 

were all honored.  Funds for these Region level awards are 

derived from contributions to Laurel Society, Club Campaign 

and Founder’s Pennies.  All 44 clubs participated, and there 

were 54 awards given at the club level totaling $60,000 in 

awards.  At the region level, a total of $17,000 was distributed to 
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SI Lodi 65th Birthday Party 

On April 20, 2010, our club celebrated 

our 65
th

 birthday at Phillip’s Farms.  We 

had a lovely lunch and raffle, winding it 

up with a beautifully decorated cake, 

donated by Sharon Salomon of Lodi. 

Special guests included Barbara and 

Richard Giambastini, Deb Shock, Brenda 

Kosaka, and Linda Kronemann.  The Spa 

Basket, which included two manicures 

and one pedicure as well as lots of 

pampering products, was won by Linda 

Kronemann of SI Lodi Sunrise. 

Thanks to everyone who helped to make 

this a success. 

Barbara Warburton, Birthday Chairman 

Merry, Ora, and official visitor Shirley McCoy 
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P.O. Box 741  
Lodi, CA 95241 

Soroptimist International of Lodi 

events... 
calendar of 

Contact us at 209-329-1935          http://lodisoroptimist.org 

2010/2011 

May 
4 – Board Meeting 
11 – Business Meeting 
18 – Program Meeting 
25 – Orientation Meeting 
 
June 
1 – Club Award Forms due at 
SIAHQ/Board Meeting 
8 – Business Meeting 
15 – Program Meeting 
22 – Orientation Meeting 
29 – Extra Meeting 
 
July 
7-10 San Francisco Convention 
Club Closed 
 
 

SAN FRANCISCO 
CONVENTION 

 

August 
Club Closed 
 
September 
7 – Board Meeting 
14 – Business Meeting 
21 – Program Meeting 
28 – Orientation Meeting 
 
 
October 
5 – Board Meeting 
12 – Business Meeting 
16 – District III Meeting 
19 – Program Meeting 
26 – Orientation Meeting 
 

 

President Cathy Standiford 
invites YOU to join Soroptimist in 
San Francisco, July 7-10, 2010, for 
its 41st Biennial Convention.  Visit 
the meetings section of 
Soroptimist.org for information 
about speakers and fun things to 
do in San Francisco. 


