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Celebrations >>>
Birthdays
Mickey Moore – 1/7
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Lori Klarer – 1/12
Pat Hill – 1/15
Sharon Blaufus – 1/22

President’s Message

Bernice Schmiedt – 1/26

By Germaine Burke

Wedding Anniversaries
Kim Williams – 1/3
Sue Kiminkinen – 1/11

Club Anniversaries
Merry Donahue - 1989
Susan Brazil – 2007

Inspirations >>>
1/12 – Lori Klarer
1/19 – Bev Lacy
1/26 – Betsy Peterson

Well, here we are starting a new
decade in 2010!! I hope you all had
a beautiful Christmas. Our Club
was productive, as Kim said we
brought in $246 with our bell
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If anyone would like to attend with
me, please call me ASAP so I can
notify our District III Director,
Nancy Cardwell, and make your
reservationreservation for lunch.
We have a busy season
ahead with our Bingo
Night to help fund SIA
Convention attendees,
the
Stop
Human
Trafficking Conference,
the Rollin’ in the Ribs
our
Fundraiser,Fundraiser,
our combined Award
combined
Evening with
SI Lodi-Sunrise, our
Make Believe Tea Party and the
SPR conference in Visalia.
Whew…that sounds like a lot. It
will be lots of fun, so stay tuned
and come to the meetings. You
won’t want to miss out.
Happy New Year!!

Announcements >>>

Sunshine Trail
Jean Beckman has been receiving donations to the
Sunshine Trail for several years from Warren Kelleher in
the memory of LaVerne Nicewonger and her husband,
who were close personal friends. Jean said he has
donated at least $1,000 over the years. LaVerne
Nicewonger was one of the founders of the SI Lodi
Sunshine Trail for the Blind at Micke Grove. The
following is some history of Laverne and her involvement
in SI Lodi.
Lodi and the Trail.
In December 1976, Edna Smith and
LaVerne Nicwonger were appointed
permanent co-chairpersons of the
Sunshine Trail. Also serving were Medora
Johnson, consultant, Virginia Ashworth,
secretary, and Carol Lahmeyer, auditor.
LaVerne continually made jams and jellies
from the fruit that was produced at the
Sunshine Trail to sell as a fundraiser for
the trail.
In 1993, we accepted the resignation of
several Life members, including LaVerne
Nicewonger. At that time, we honored
Edna Smith, Virginia Ashworth, Evelyn
Monnie and LaVerne as Women of
Distinction for their many years of dedication to the
Sunshine Trail.
In 2001, at the rededication of the Sunshine Trail, we
donated a plaque in memory of these founders. The
plaque is still placed at the entrance to the Trail with the
names of the four founders.

Salvation Army
On December 5, several Soroptimist members rang bells
for Salvation Army at S Mart on Lodi Avenue and had a
“Coats for Kids” collection that day as well. The club

recently hosted 25 women from Hope Harbor, the
Salvation Army’s homeless shelter for women and
children, for lunch at Round Table Pizza on December 17.
Santa made an appearance to distribute gifts to each of
the women and help brighten their Christmas season.

Holiday Dinner
Soroptimist International of Lodi celebrated the
holidays at a dinner and auction held at
th
Strings Restaurant on December 15 .
Guests bid on beautifully wrapped gifts. A
tote bag made by one of the members, Bev
Lacy, was raffled off as well. Some of the
funds raised will be used for the Club
Campaign of Soroptimist International of
America
which
supports
programs
nationwide to improve the lives of women
and girls.

Awards Program

Sierra Pacific Region Conference
Please consider attending the regional conference in Visalia, April
23-25. SI Hanford is hosting the event at the Visalia Marriott. It is
always tons of fun to meet other Soroptimists from the Region and
to go to the award ceremonies which acknowledge the recipients
for the Women’s Opportunity Award, the Violet Richardson Award,
the Fellowship Award, and the Ruby Award – Making A Difference
For Women. We’ll be receiving the Call to Conference soon and
then we will be passing around the sign-up sheet for those
interested in being a part of this adventure. If you are interested
and need more information, please talk with Germaine or any
Board member about their experiences at the annual conference.
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Plans are being made for the March 25
awards program which will be held at
Temple Baptist Church at 6 PM to recognize
the recipients of Soroptimist
Soroptimist Awards:
 The Violet Richardson Award is for a young woman
who has performed significant volunteer service.
 The Women’s Opportunity Award is for a woman with
children who is enrolled in a training or college
program to improve her job opportunities.
 Ruby Award – Making a Difference for Women which
is awarded to a woman who has made a significant
contribution to improving the lives of women and
girls in the community.
 High School Scholarship

Rollin’ in Ribs
The Rollin’ in
Fundraiser

Ribs
fundraiser will be held
March 20th at the Elk’s
Lodge in Woodbridge.
Contact Merry Donahue
at
334-4472
for
information and tickets.

In The Loop…
We received this beautiful email from McCaffrey House. They
are the ones who donated a night stay for our Rollin’ in the
Ribs Dinner.
Dear Friends,
Winter is definitely here! Snow is gently falling and the
trees are covered in glistening white. It is a winter
wonderland in Twain Harte…a perfect time to visit
McCaffrey House.
A family update:
Michael and I are still quite busy with our community activities. He is now past president of Twain Harte
Rotary, Tuolumne County Bed & Breakfast Association and Twain Harte Chamber of Commerce – and –
very active in all three. I’m still very active in Soroptimist. My brother Mike continues to be the Principal at
Connections Charter School at Summerville High and has Louise working with him half time. And our son,
Timothy, now owns the local “very popular” newspaper, Sierra Mountain Times.
Our grandchildren are fine and anxiously waiting for Christmas to be here. Jack and Allison still attend St.
Edwards in Dana Point and will be here for the holidays. Jaden and Olivia live in Twain Harte and attend
Waldorf School and love it.
We hope when you come to McCaffrey House that you will find time to enjoy one of our many theatres
and the many activities that are here. Dodge Ridge will open this Friday for skiing and snowboarding.
Michael and I have our season tickets and hope to ski with our family during the holiday. There is also
great cross-country skiing and snow shoeing; and the ice rink at Long Barn is open for skating. The
theatres are dark in January, but come February live theatre will be here again.
We wish you a wonderful holiday season and a New Year filled with happiness, good health, prosperity,
and a visit to McCaffrey House!
With warmest regards,
Stephanie and Michael McCaffrey, Finnegan and Zane

Inspiration
“Success is not the key to
happiness. Happiness is the
key to success. If you love
what you are doing, you will
be successful.”
--Albert Schweitzer
.

STOP
HUMAN TRAFFICKING
Saturday, March 6, 2010
891 S. Lower Sacramento Road
(Temple Baptist Church)
Speakers: Sister Caritas of “Sisters of the Holy Family”
&
Nola Brantley of MISSSEY, Inc.
9:30-11:00 am
$10 per person
Co-sponsored by Soroptimist International of Lodi, Soroptimist International of LodiSunrise, American Association of University Women – Lodi Branch, The Salvation Army,
Women’s Center of San Joaquin and Lodi Business & Professional Women.
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Member Biography
Susan
Brazil
More Announcements >>>

Director
Member since 2007

Background:
Born July 7, 1940 in New Hampshire
Only surviving child – twin brothers and sister died at childbirth
Education:
Graduated from Fitchburg State College and Burbank School of Nursing in
1961
Master’s Degree in Vocational Education from CSU Sacramento
Life Time Multiple Subject Teaching Credential/Registered Nurse
Family:
Husband deceased in 1989
Three children and five grandchildren
Older daughter, Victoria, lives in Seattle with her husband and stepson. She
works for the Federal Government in Bankruptcy Court. Son, Andrew, lives
in Lodi but commutes to work at John Muir Hospital where he is a surgical
R.N. He has one son, Kyle, 16 years old, and a daughter, 3 ½ year old Sophia.
His wife, Chris, also works part time at John Muir Hospital. Younger
daughter, Sarah, lives in Lodi with her husband Mike and two children –
th
Nelson, who is a senior at Tokay, and Erica, a 6 grader at Reese.
Occupation:
Retired from the State of California after eleven years where she was a
Health Specialist for OSHPD and a consultant for the Dept. of Education.
Before working for the State she was an R.O.P. teacher for LUSD for 15
years.

Sunshine Report >>>
Merry Donahue saw Jeannie
Vetter early in December and
was told that Mickey Moore is
not doing well at all. They think
that she is having some mini
strokes. She is not speaking
much at all and Jeannie doesn’t
think that she knows the people
around her. She does have 24
hour home care. Also, to top
things off, she is in quite a bit of
pain from her back.
According to Pam Trassare,
Marilyn Brown stays much the
same. She seems to understand
what you are saying, but doesn’t
speak clearly enough to
understand.
She says that

makes the visits difficult.

be understood. She says that
makes the visits difficult.
Bev learned in December that
Mae Heinitz fell and broke her
arm.
She was at Fairmont
Rehab at the last report. She
needed help managing the pain
and was having therapy.
Joyce Webb reports that she is
feeling so much better. Her last
CT Scan showed her tumor had
quit growing. She’ll have three
more treatments over the next
8-9 weeks and then another CT
Scan. Joyce is optimistic and
very upbeat – her old self! She
sends her love to all.

My hobbies at present are traveling,
reading, some gardening, Mah Jong,
teaching French lessons, and enjoying
grandchildren.
I don’t have any pets at present as I
am too busy traveling to France and
other interesting places.

I just

returned from a trip to Peru where I
was able to climb Machu Picchu.
Bernice Schmiedt is recovering nicely
now.
She reports that she was
requiring further shots to keep her
blood
counts
up
during
her
chemotherapy. Her last chemo
treatment was Dec. 30th. She will
continue to have a Herceptin treatment
every three weeks through next
October and she’s hoping to be back at
Club by February.

Nominating Committee
It’s time to select our nominating
committee to put together next year’s
Board. President Germaine will appoint
the Chair of the committee, the Board
elects another, and the third committee
member is elected from the membership.
Please be willing to accept this opportunity
to serve on the committee if asked.
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calendar of

SAN FRANCISCO
CONVENTION

events...
January
1 – New Year’s Day
5 – Board Meeting
10 – President’s Roundtable
11 – National Sex Trafficking
Awareness Day
12 – Business Meeting
18 – Martin Luther King Jr. Day
19 – Program Meeting
23/24– Region Board Mtg
26 – Orientation Meeting
February
2 – Board Meeting
9 – Business Meeting
15 – President’s Day
16 – Program Meeting
23 – Orientation Meeting

March
2 – Board Meeting
6 – Stop Human Trafficking
Conference; SOS
9 – Business Meeting
15 – Club Newsletter
Competition Due
16 – Program Meeting
20 – Rollin’ in Ribs
23 – Orientation Meeting
25 – Awards Program
30 – Extra Meeting

May
4 – Board Meeting
11 – Business Meeting
18 – Program Meeting
25 – Orientation Meeting
June
1 – Club Award Forms due at
SIAHQ/Board Meeting
8 – Business Meeting
15 – Program Meeting
22 – Orientation Meeting
29 – Extra Meeting

July
April
7-10 San Francisco Convention
6 – Board Meeting
13 – Business Meeting
20 – Birthday Luncheon
23/24/25 – SPR
Conference, Visalia Marriot

Contact us at 209-329-1935

http://lodisoroptimist.org

P.O. Box 741
Lodi, CA 95241

Soroptimist International of Lodi

President
Cathy
Standiford
invites YOU to join Soroptimist in
San Francisco, July 7-10, 2010, for
its 41st Biennial Convention. Visit
the
meetings
section
of
Soroptimist.org for information
about speakers and fun things to
do in San Francisco.

