in this issue >>>
Celebrations
President’s Message
Announcements
Program Meeting
Member Biography
Calendar of Events

December 2009

Celebrations >>>
Birthdays
Sue Kiminkinen – 12/20
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President’s Message
Wedding Anniversaries

By Germaine Burke

None

Well, fellow Soroptimists, I want to wish you all a terrific holiday
season. We’ve just celebrated Thanksgiving and enjoyed wonderful

Club Anniversaries

food and time with friends and family. May we always recognize
how very much we have to be thankful for in our lives.
I make a point to say a prayer of thanks to God for my good health, my family and
friends and the faith my parents help instill in me as a child. I hope each of you can list
many things and many people that you can be thankful for too.

Lynn Hendricks – 2007
Bernice Schmiedt – 1992
Gerry Schook - 1998

Inspirations >>>
12/8 – Ora Hoover
12/15 – Stacie Jenkins

Let’s all take the time to let our friends and loved ones know how we feel about them
now while we have the opportunity. Life is precious, spread the love.

Kettle Kick-off Luncheon
Barbara, Bev, Sue K., Sharon, Germaine,
Gerry, Kim and Pat F. were all at the
the lunch. Chardonnay Hall
lunch.
was full of guests, and the
chefs that prepared our
meal were graduates from
the culinary program who
all volunteered their service
for the
thedayday to give back to the
organization that has given so much to
them. It was a wonderful Thanksgiving
meal including turkey, stuffing,
mashed potatoes and gravy. The
Salvation Army’s goal of $75,000 was
reached

reached, and half of that was raised by
Annette Murdaca so she won first place
place again as a Celebrity Bell
Ringer.
The total goal for the
upcoming year’s budget is
$225,000 so the funds raised
at tprovide a full third of the
at this lunch

money they have to work with all year
for the many wonderful programs
they provide our community. If you
are available next year, you should
attend.

Announcements >>>

Salvation Army
Gift Packing Day

Bell Ringing for
Salvation Army
We have signed on to raise funds
for the Salvation Army by ringing
the bell at S-Mart on Lodi Avenue
from 10-6 on Saturday, December
5.
Thanks to everyone who
volunteered their time to do this.
Lynn suggested we do a “Coat
Drive” to benefit Salvation Army at
the same time, so she will provide a
bin for that and have a sign put up
in the store in advance.

This event is set for Saturday,
December 19 and is a very busy
activity. Many helping hands are
needed to make the process work.
The address for the toy warehouse
is 9B W. Locust St. It is the back
part of the building. Kim says you
can enter through an alley on
Sacramento Street, behind Lodi
Crushers. Start time is set for 9:00
AM, and they hope to be done by
4:00 PM. If you have time to help
out, please let Kim know.

Holiday Donations
So far SI Lodi has generously made
donations of $250 to Lodi House for
their new program entitled “Gram’s
Apron Pocket” and $1,000 to
Salvation Army Hope Harbor to help
out with their expenses during this
upcoming holiday season. Our club
has $1,000 budgeted for Christmas
Giving and Lori, Susan B. and Mae
will coordinate gifts for a needy
family.
We’re spreading the green and that
should make us all feel good.

Inspiration

“The way I see it, if
you want the
rainbow, you gotta
put up with the rain.”
--Dolly Parton
.
It is kind of fun to
do the
impossible.”
--Walt Disney
.

Facebook
and SI

Merry, Betsy, Lynn and their crew are
organizing a fun Holiday gathering on
Tuesday, December 15 at Strings (in
Walmart shopping center on Kettleman).
We’ll gather from 5:30 to 6:00 and begin
the delicious dinner with salad after 6.
The cost is $30 per person; please feel free
to bring friends and potential new
members. We have promised the first
$500Campaign
of profits for
to the third
SIA Club
$500 of profits to the SIA Club
yearCampaign
in a row.
for our third
year in
a row.
Remember to bring a beautifully
wrapped
gift
to contribute to the
live auction; this is how the money is raised. The value should be at
least $25.

Saturday of Service
Kim Williams and Lori Klarer are working on our first time Stop
Trafficking workshop on March 6, 2010. Please mark the date on
your calendar. We’ll be at Temple Baptist Church from 9-noon and
it promises to be a terrific event. The cost will be $10 for nonmembers, and these funds will be donated to MISSSEY, Inc. and
other charities working against the trafficking of humans.

Soroptimist maintains a Facebook page where users can find news and information about
upcoming events, have discussions with other members, and ask questions and engage in
discussions with SIA. If you use Facebook, and would like to become a fan of the page, log in
to Facebook and search “Soroptimist International of the Americas”. Once on the page, click
“become a fan” at the top right.

New Member
Inducted
Pat Fehling was inducted as our
newest member on November
17. With her (left to right) are
Germaine Burke, Merry Donahue,
Pat and Kim Williams.

Magazine
Subscription
Available Online

GoodShop for
Soroptimist

Members
can
purchase
additional
magazine
subscriptions
online
at
Soroptimist.org.
You may
choose to give the gift of Best
for Women magazine to
someone special in life, to
your hair & nail salon, or to
your
doctor
(dentist,
optometrist,
chiropractor)
office for the reception area.
This is a great way to raise
awareness about all the good
work Soroptimist does to
improve the lives of women
and girls.

More than 900 of the top
internet retailers and travel
sites, including Amazon, eBay,
and Expedia, have joined forces
with GoodShop.com to donate
part of every purchase to
charities at no additional cost to
shoppers. Visit GoodShop.com
and
search
“Soroptimist
International of Americas” to
select SIA as your charity, then
click through to your favorite
store and shop as usual. The
monies raised will benefit
Women’s Opportunity Awards,
Club Grants, and more.

Christmas Concert
San Joaquin Delta College Concert Choir will be
performing the Winter Choral Concert on
Saturday evening, December 12th at St. John’s
Episcopal Church on Lower Sacramento Road. Sue
Kiminkinen is a member (alto section) of the
Concert Choir. Also performing is the Delta
Singers’ advance class. The concert starts at 7:30
PM and there is a slight admission fee for this
concert. Please see Sue for more information.

PROGRAM MEETING
Ted Lacy recently shared his WWII memories with the Soroptimist ladies of Lodi.
He landed in Guam on December 13, 1944 and told of his duties and the things he
encountered while there.
Ted worked out of Harmon Field just outside Agana as well as the Northwest
Field. His battalion helped build Quonset type hangers there at Harmon and then
95 storage warehouses at the Northwest. Ted drove a 1 ½ ton truck during this
phase. He told of his bout with Dengue Fever in which he ran a fever of 106 for
three days and was off duty for two weeks. He relapsed three weeks later being
released and spent another two weeks in the hospital. He talked about their
projects, the USO show, the pride they had in the building of the landing strips,
and the young men he served with.
Ted noted the changes that took place there on Guam. When they arrived, the
main road north and south was a one lane cart path. When they left, it was a four
lane paved freeway and Harmon Field had been extended to accept large planes.
th
They built the Northwest Field and the 1884 built the North Field. The B-29s
were making almost daily bombing runs to Japan from those fields.
We’re grateful for these young men who served and protected our country during
this time in history. Nearly all of us have family who served during WW2 and it
certainly formed a kinship with Ted.

Bread on the Board

Monthly Giving
It’s easy to enroll in the
new monthly giving option
to support Soroptimist
programs year round.
Online enrollment is simple
and
your
gift
is
electronically transferred
each month from your
checking
account
or
charged to your credit card.
Check
this
out
at
Soroptimist.org in the
fundraising section. Paper
enrollment forms are also
available.

President’s Appeal
This year the President of
SI has designated her
President’s Appeal “Hopes
& Dreams for Everyone”.
This program seeks to
prevent human trafficking
from Moldova, the poorest
of the European countries,
by providing life skills,
education, and sustainable
living
conditions
for
vulnerable children. Our
Club will make a donation
of $200, as this is a
budgeted item.

A reminder to those who served on
Barbara’s board last year. Susan
Brazil and her boyfriend are going to
create an authentic French meal for
the lucky recipients of the Bread on
the Board dinner that was auctioned
off at the Rollin’ In Ribs event.

The dinner will be held at Susan’s
house and is set for Saturday,
February 13th. Those members who
served on Barbara’s board will all be
responsible to split the cost of the
meal. Susan will need 2-3 members
to help with serving and transferring
the courses to the table. We’ll
provide more information as the
time draws nearer.

Member Biography
Robyn Grace Jennings
Member since February 2009
Robyn is one of our newer members, having
joined us last year. We are so delighted to
welcome these younger women to our club.
She is an active member of our club, even
while undergoing chemotherapy since
surgery several months ago. We’re glad to
see her at our regular meetings again as
well as our special functions. The following
is her biography:

Background:
Born February 2, 1974 in Burlingame,
CA
Oldest of two children, by ten years
Moved to Lodi from the Bay Area ten
years ago
Education:
Cañada College, ECE Certification and
lower division work
Notre Dame University De Namur, B.S.
Business/Marketing
University of the Pacific, current
graduate work in Communications
Family:
Husband: Mark
almost ten years

Jennings,

married

Mark works for the San Francisco
Federal Reserve
Pets:
The most amazing boxer in the whole
world, Dilly Bean Jennings
Occupation:
University of the Pacific, Assistant
Director for Operations
Lodi News Sentinel, food columnist
University of the Pacific, graduate
student

Robyn Grace Jennings continues
to
do
well
with
her
chemotherapy. She hopes to be
done with the whole mess in
three months. Although she
doesn’t mind the hair loss, she is
sick and tired of feeling sick and
tired. She is grateful for all the
Soroptimist ladies, kindness and
prayers this year. She continues
to write for the Lodi News
Sentinel and is excited to be
returning to work at University
of the Pacific soon. She and her
husband are looking forward to
enjoying a white Christmas at
their cabin in central Oregon.
Due to her illness, she has been
unable to visit for many months.
This will be she and her
husband’s first trip together in
eight months. She loves being a
Soroptimist and is glad to be
attending meetings again. She
is looking forward to future SI
events and especially the
Christmas Party!
At the business meeting, Lynn
Hendricks
presented
President
Germaine with a check for the last
three months of S.H.A.R.E.S. card
rewards. It was a whopping $511.80!
This is more than double what we’ve
earned in each of the other checks.
Keep shopping at S-Mart and using
your S.H.A.R.E.S. card – this is an
effortless fund-raiser. Let Lynn or
Merry know if you’d like more cards
for family and friends.

Mrs. Claus Visits
SI Lodi
Nancy Claus spoke to the
Soroptimists of Lodi in
November about her newest
project, book writing and
publishing. Nancy is a former
Soroptimist, whose working
schedule required that she
often travel. Since she found it
difficult to attend meetings,
she resigned from our club a
few years ago. Now that her
business has changed, we are
hopeful that she will consider
becoming a Soroptimist again.
Nancy was born and raised in
the Bay Area. She moved to
Lodi 10 years ago this
Christmas (what a move). She
had been writing for many
years but it wasn’t until her
first granddaughter was born
that she started reading
children’s books again. She
decided if she was going to
follow her dream, now was the
time. She also decided to take
on another challenge of selfpublishing. To date, she has
written and published four
children’s Christmas books.
Please see her website for
excerpts from the books at
www.mrsclaussays.com.

2009/2010

calendar of
events...

December
1 – Board Meeting
8 – Business Meeting
15 – Christmas
Fundraiser, 6PM
Strings Restaurant
25 – Christmas Day

January
1 – New Year’s Day
5 – Board Meeting
12 – Business Meeting
18 – Martin Luther
King Jr. Day
19 – Program Meeting
23/24– Region Board
Mtg
26 – Orientation
Meeting

February
2 – Board Meeting
9 – Business Meeting
15 – President’s Day
16 – Program Meeting
23 – Orientation Meeting
March
2 – Board Meeting
6 – Saturday of Service
9 – Business Meeting
15 – Club Newsletter
Competition Due
16 – Program Meeting
23 – Orientation Meeting
30 – Extra Meeting

Contact us at 209-329-1935

April
6 – Board Meeting
13 – Business Meeting
20 – Birthday Luncheon
23/24/25 – SPR
Conference, Visalia Marriot
27 – Orientation Meeting
May
4 – Board Meeting
11 – Business Meeting
18 – Program Meeting
25 – Orientation Meeting
June
1 – Club Award Forms due
at SIAHQ/Board Meeting
8 – Business Meeting
15 – Program Meeting
22 – Orientation Meeting
29 – Extra Meeting

http://lodisoroptimist.org

P.O. Box 741
Lodi, CA 95241

Soroptimist International of Lodi

SOROPTIMIST
INTERNATIONAL
OF THE AMERICAS
41ST BIENNIAL
CONVENTION
Mark your calendars now and
plan to attend – this is a
wonderful opportunity to
personally experience what
you have heard reported from
those who have attended
previous conventions.

SAN FRANCISCO
JULY 7-10, 2010

