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None
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4/13 – Germaine
4/20 – Lori
4/27 – Merry

Sierra Pacific
Region Conference
This year our region conference is hosted by SI
Hanford and held at the Visalia Marriott, April 2325. We have six members who will be attending:
Stacie, Robyn, Susan Brazil, Germaine, Merry, and
Ora. Robyn, Susan, and Germaine will be serving
as the club’s delegates to the business meeting.
The club voted to have a sales item, so we’ll be
selling “opportunity” tickets for a food basket and
hope to make a bunch of loot for our general
fund for next club year (since we’re selling tickets
to the other Soroptimists we can use the money
for general fund).
The election and installation of our new officers
for the upcoming biennium will take place
Saturday. Our own Ora Hoover is running for
Region Treasurer so make sure you’re thinking
happy thoughts and sending positive energy her
way that weekend. Merry and Ora are once
again our conference coordinators and will make
sure everything is set in motion for a fun and
informational conference.
The Saturday luncheon and Sunday brunch will be
wonderful celebrations for our various award
recipients. We’ll come back with lots of stories
and touching anecdotes to share with those of
you who can’t make it this time.

March Program Meeting
March 23 we had guests from the Mary Graham
Foundation Scholarship at our lunch meeting.
Andy Prokop, President of the Stockton United
Way, and Tod Davis, from the Mary Graham
Foundation, brought two Mary Graham
Foundation Scholarship recipients to share their
stories with us. Both students were poised,
bright, hard-working young women who have
endured a lot of hardship, and are successfully
achieving their dreams of a college education.
Cecilia and Princess have so much to be proud of.
We all were close to tears listening to their stories
and seeing their strength of conviction as they
spoke. What great inspiration for those of us
with so many gifts in our lives!

President’s Message
By Germaine Burke
Well as I write this, we’ve just
celebrated our third Rollin’ In Ribs
fundraiser with success!! It was a
lot of fun and we raised funds to
help do good things in our
community, so that’s always great.
Money raised this year will be used
to support projects that coPresidents Merry & Bev will choose
for next club year. Thank you
everyone for bringing items,
getting donations, selling tickets
and coming out for the
fun! A great big thanks,
too, to Susan Brazil (and
Gerard) who offered
two French dinners for
the live auction; we
were able to collect two
$600 donations instead
of one!
My Board
members will be paying
for the items for one
dinner, and the second
dinner will be paid for
out of the second $600.

awards. It’s great to see everyone
work together to pull off a
successful community event. This
year our club honored four Live
Your Dream Award high school
senior girls, the Ruby Award for
Women Helping Women, the
Women’s Opportunity Award, the
Violet Richardson Award and our
Mickey Moore Memorial Award. It
was very special to have family and
friends of Mickey with us for the
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Now we have Sierra Pacific Region
Conference to look forward to April
23-25 in Visalia. The deadline for
registration has passed and Bernice
has sent in all the necessary
paperwork. We will be having an
item for Club Sales,
so the members that
are going will need
to be available to
work in the Sales
Room
selling
“opportunity” tickets
for our basket. We’ll
set up carpooling
and
discuss
responsibilities prior
to the conference.
I look forward to
another
great
meeting.

This past week we held
our combined Award Evening with
SI Lodi Sunrise and it was so heartwarming to see all the award
recipients and their friends and
family together. I’m glad we work
with the Sunrise club on this event.
It really feels more special with
everyone there in a big group, and I
think we make more of an
impression with the guests too.
Thanks to everyone who was able
to help out in the various tasks
from setup, bringing food and
drinks, working on the various
committees
to
select
our
recipients,
putting
together
certificates and presenting the

time invite high school students to
attend as well.
If you have
suggestions or ideas contact
Germaine or Kim soon, so we can
incorporate them into our plans.

presentation too.
You’ll find
articles about the recipients of the
various awards in the pages to
follow.
A few weeks ago we held our first
STOP Human Trafficking workshop
at Temple Baptist Church as our
Saturday of Service, and that was
great too. We had about 120
attendees, and the feedback
regarding the two speakers and the
two vendors was terrific. We will
plan another event around the
subject of Human Trafficking for
Saturday, March 5, 2011 so make a
note on your calendars now to save
the date. We will again work with
other community groups and this

It’s not too late to sign up for the
SIA Convention in San Francisco.
Go online and check out all the
events and speakers that will be
there. It will be fun to be part of
something so big. It’s my first time
going to convention, and I’m very
excited.
Keep up the good works and keep
smiling. Together, we are making a
difference!

S.O.S. PROJECT 2010
STOP
HUMAN TRAFFICKING
WORKSHOP
Saturday, March 6 we held our workshop to
educate the public on the subject of Human
Trafficking and to raise funds for four charities
that support the effort to stop human trafficking.
Our speakers, Nola Brantley, cofounder of
MISSSEY, Inc. (MISSSEY stands for Motivating,
Inspiring, Supporting, Serving, Sexually-Exploited
Youth) and Sister Caritas Foster of the Sisters of
the Holy Family were both very dynamic in their
presentations. The Lodi News Sentinel did send a
photographer, so that was new for us. After the
bills were paid, we had about $2100 remaining to
split between four charities: Women’s Center of
San Joaquin County, MISSSEY, Inc., Sisters of the
Holy Family and Soroptimist International
Trafficking Awareness campaign. This is a great
success, and sending over $500 to each charity
should make each of us feel warm and fuzzy
inside.
We accomplished this task with a lot of help from
many different people and groups, so I want to
make sure that we recognize everyone’s efforts.
Thank you cards were sent to the two vendors,
Agape International Mission and TassaTags, cosponors, donors, and speakers. SI Lodi Sunrise
brought in financial donors so the costs of holding
the event were covered, and the six co-sponsoring
groups didn’t have to spend any money to put on
the event. That was a blessing we couldn’t have
foreseen. Finally, giant thanks and hugs again to
Kim Williams, for being the chairman for this
event and coordinating everything to make it run
smoothly.
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Awards Presentations
Soroptimist International of Lodi and Lodi Sunrise recently had their awards night at the Temple Baptist Church. Awards were presented
to outstanding women and girls.
Soroptimist International is an international volunteer organization of professional and business women who volunteer their time
toward community projects benefiting women. Soroptimist’s mission is to improve the lives of women and girls, in local commu nities
around the world. Soroptimists of Lodi was chartered in 1945. Lodi Sunrise was chartered in 1989. Soroptimists contribute time and
financial support to community-based projects benefiting women and girls.
The
Women’s
Award

Opportunity

This award is the major service
project
for
Soroptimist
International of the Americas.
The program name reflects the
nature of the program: giving
women the “opportunity” to
enter or re-enter the workforce
with the education and skills
necessary to attain a higher level
of employment. Eligible women
are the primary income earner for
their families, are attending or
have been accepted into a
vocational/skills training program or undergraduate degree
program to upgrade their employment status. The award money
can be used to offset any costs associated with their efforts to
attain higher education or additional skills and training. This year,
SI Lodi and SI Lodi-Sunrise will each be awarding $1,000 to those
applicants best meeting the requirements of the award.
Vannita Johnson received the award from SI Lodi. Vannita is a
single woman with two daughters, 13 and 16 years old. She is
attending Heald College and is in the medical assistance program.
She attended Delta and received an AA degree in Liberal Arts and
Science. She will receive an AS degree from Heald. She plans to
work a few years and continue on to earn a Bachelor of Science. In
1997 she was diagnosed with a brain tumor and her story is quite
amazing. She has worked very hard to recuperate and continue
her own education while home-schooling her daughters.
SI Lodi Sunrise presented their WOA award to Ebony Fortier.
Ebony is attending San Joaquin Delta College, taking courses to
achieve a Licensed Vocational Nursing Credential.
Upon
completion of her goal is to continue her studies earn a Bachelor of
Science Degree in nursing and specialize in Nursing in Education.
Her ultimate goal is to become a School Nurse. Domestic
problems, homelessness and unemployment brought her to Lodi
House. During that time she worked, saved and ultimately got a
place of her own. She has reunited with her family and working to
provide a strong family foundation for her daughters.
The Ruby Award
Formerly the Making a Difference for Women award, the Ruby
Award acknowledges women who are working to improve the lives
of women and girls through their personal or professional
activities. Their efforts help to promote the issues that are
important to the Soroptimist organization. Honorees are women
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who have worked in extraordinary
ways to benefit women and girls.
Elizabeth Kass was presented the
Ruby Award for women helping
women by SI Lodi Sunrise for her
work with and for women. Liz has
made numerous presentations
educating women on prevention of
Skin Cancer and other skin diseases.
She oversees the Women’s Health
Taskforce and the Domestic
Violence Prevention Committee for
Kaiser Permanente in the central
valley and serves as a physician lead
for annual health fair for uninsured
held at KP/Stockton and KP/Modesto. In her medical practice she
cares for women with diseases of the skin, hair and nails. And she
serves as a clinical instructor and has trained multiple women
physicians from the San Joaquin County Internal Medicine and
Family Practice residency programs.
Joelle Gomez, Executive Director of the Women’s Center of San
Joaquin County, has been chosen as SI Lodi’s 2010 recipient of the
Ruby Award.
Joelle has represented the Women’s Center of San Joaquin within
the corporate, government and nonprofit sectors. For the past 17
years, her commitment as a leader and mentor in the community
for students, young professionals and especially the clients and
staff is one of passion and devotion.
Her leadership skills, business finesse and community relations
abilities have elevated the Women’s Center to one of the region’s
premiere nonprofit organizations.
At the end of the work day, Joelle’s commitment to the
development of women does not end. She returns to her greatest
challenge – raising her two daughters. The girls represent Joelle’s
greatest accomplishment.
The Violet Richardson Award
This award recognizes a young woman between the ages of 14 to
17 who does outstanding volunteer work in her community.
These young women each receive an award of $500 plus $100
donation to their charity of choice. These young women are
dedicated to making the world a better place to live, as evidenced
by the time and quality of effort dedicated to their volunteer
work.
Nicole Roseles was awarded this award by SI Lodi Sunrise. Nicole

has been active in multiple community service projects during high
school. She has logged close to 800 total hours volunteering for
such organizations as the National Cancer Society and various
bands and orchestras, reflecting her love of music. Her primary
Announcements
focus duringMore
her senior
year at Lodi High>>>
has been the Lodi House
Women’s Shelter. In fact, her senior project was a fundraiser for
Lodi House which collected not only cash donations, but furniture,
blankets, clothing, and canned food. Nicole epitomizes the VRA
recipient: a young woman who is caring, compassionate, creative,
and most of all, committed to making the world a better place.

Tiara has not decided which college she wants to attend. It will
depend on the financial aid she receives. She plans to major in
Pre-Law and become a child advocacy judge. According to one of
her recommendation letters, Tiara “feels that it is necessary to
keep children the top priority when they are removed from their
homes and placed in foster care, and believes that the best way
to do that is to be a child advocacy judge. With her great
listening skills and intelligence, she has the potential to
accomplish her goal. Tiara has pushed past her setbacks and is
looking forward to jump over the rainbow.”

SI Lodi has selected McKenzie Matteis. McKenzie has volunteered
on the Lodi Youth Commission. She planned a fund raising dance
that helped fund a trip to Costa Rica through the Global Routes
project. During her trip to Costa Rica the group built a kitchen and
multi-purpose room which they supplied the kitchen with cooking
utensils. The community will be able to rent out the building which
will help their community for years to come. The proceeds from
the dance were also donated to Salvation Army and Lodi House.

The “Live Your Dream” Award

Mickey Moore Scholarship Award

Michelle plans to attend Oregon Coast Culinary Institute and
Southwestern Oregon Community College. She will be majoring
in Baking and Pastry.

This award is being made to scholarship recipients in the memory
of one of our long time members, Mickey Moore, who passed
away in January.
Tiara Shands is a student at Tokay High. There are four children in
her family. She has an older brother and two younger brothers.
She was in foster care from the age of sixteen to eighteen. Her
family will not provide any suppor for her college education.
Tiara is enrolled in the Advanced Placement classes and has passed
some AP tests already, which will allow her to reduce the required
classes she needs to take in college. She has performed in both the
marching band and symphonic band at Tokay High. She has
volunteered as a Sunday School teacher for the past four years and
has also volunteered in providing care for a handicapped child.

SI Lodi presented four students with this scholarship award in the
amount of $500 each. Michelle Poteet of Tokay High, Selene
Yepez and Zyania Lizarraga of Lodi High, and Nhu-Ahn Le of Bear
Creek High were all chosen as recipients. All of these girls have
good academic standing and high aspirations. Their letters of
recommendation were compelling and their personal statements
showed determination. SI Lodi is proud to be able to offer
support to these young ladies as they start out for college.

Selene plans to attend UC Santa Barbara as a Pre-Med major and
plans to become a pediatric oncologist and to thelp children with
cancer.
Zyania plans to attend Columbia University and major in
Psychology, then continue on to New York University Medical
School. She states that she desires to contribute to society and
be a role model by encouraging other Hispanic women to
become successful.
Nhu-Ahn hopes to be able to attend University of the Pacific with
financial support and major in Pre-Pharmacy.

SIA Convention in
San Francisco
On July 7-10, our convention for Soroptimist International of
the Americas is being held in the Hilton, Union Square in San
Francisco. This is the first time this has been held so close to
home for us in many years. It would be fantastic if we could
get a big group to attend and take in all the various workshops
and mix and mingle with the women from any countries that
make up SIA. There is a reduced registration fee if you attend
just one day, so maybe consider that if you can’t make it for
the whole event. President Germaine will be taking BART to
the city Wednesday morning until noon on Saturday. Susan
Brazil will be sharing her room on Thursday night, but
Germaine will have space if someone would like to stay Wed.
or Fri. in San Francisco. There is a Friendship Dinner
Wednesday evening, and 2 special lunches on Thursday and
Friday. Check out all the details online and let President
Germaine know if you’d like a copy of the Call to Convention.
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Inspiration

calendar of
events...
July
7-10 San Francisco
Convention
Club Closed

April
6 – Board Meeting
13 – Business Meeting
20 – Birthday Luncheon
23/24/25 – SPR Conference, Visalia Marriot
4/27 – Orientation Meeting

August
Club Closed

May
4 – Board Meeting
11 – Business Meeting
18 – Program Meeting
25 – Orientation Meeting

September
7 – Board Meeting
14 – Business Meeting
21 – Program Meeting
28 – Orientation Meeting

June
1 – Club Award Forms due at SIAHQ/Board
Meeting
8 – Business Meeting
15 – Program Meeting
22 – Orientation Meeting
29 – Extra Meeting

Contact us at 209-329-1935

October
5 – Board Meeting
12 – Business Meeting
16 – District III Meeting
19 – Program Meeting
26 – Orientation Meeting

http://lodisoroptimist.org

P.O. Box 741
Lodi, CA 95241

Soroptimist International of Lodi

“Life is an opportunity, benefit from it.
Life is beauty, admire it.
Life is bliss, taste it.
Life is a challenge, meet it.
Life is a duty, complete it.
Life is a game, play it.
Life is a promise, fulfill it.
Life is sorrow, overcome it.
Life is a song, sing it.
Life is a struggle, accept it.
Life is a tragedy, confront it.
Life is an adventure, dare it.
Life is luck, make it.
Life is too precious, do not destroy it.
Life is life, fight for it.”
--Mother Teresa
Catholic Nun, Missionary
Nobel Peace Prize Recipient

.

